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SLPS Spotlight News is a publication from the St. Louis Public School District’s Public Information Office. Each issue offers story ideas and provides media with information about what is going on in the district. 

To submit upcoming activities and events; student and/or staff awards and recognitions; or individual school stories please email Julie Linder at Julie.Linder@slps.org. 

*******************************************************************************

Headline News

St. Louis PS Deploys Online Systems for Community Education

http://thejournal.com/articles/2009/08/19/st.-louis-ps-deploys-online-systems-for-community-education.aspx
Missouri seeks $750 million for schools
Agriculture, animal science classes gain a foothold in urban schools 
Tim and April Suit Up for the Midwest Bicycle Expo and Swap
SLPS Student from Fresh Start Coordinates City-wide Efforts with Big Brother Big Sisters to Support Efforts in Haiti. Read about her efforts by clicking the articles below. 
· http://www.fox2now.com/news/ktvi-big-brothers-sisters-haiti-collection-011610,0,5834102.story
·  http://www.fox2now.com/videobeta/?watchId=46270f23-29aa-4545-ac66-d70703f09f2a
· http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/stories.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/F45180EC9D661400862576AE000D1900?OpenDocument
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ACE Learning Centers to Offer Free Credit Recovery Program to High School Students

ACE Learning Centers will be offering after-school credit recovery opportunities, free-of-charge, to 240 SLPS high school students beginning the week of Feb. 1.

Participants can earn one-half credit by attending one night per week for 10 – 12 weeks. Classes generally last two hours and are offered at four ACE Learning Centers locations: the Victor Roberts (Sears) Bldg, Gateway High, Roosevelt High and Northwest Academy. 

Registration begins Jan. 28. Seating is limited. Interested students should see their high school counselors.

MALLINCKRODT ABI’s Donuts for Dads Event an Enjoyable Success

By: Ms. Lorna Morris, PSS

Mallinckrodt celebrated its first Donuts for Dads /FACE (Fathers as Advocate for their Children Education) event on January 19, acknowledging the vital role fathers play in their child’s education.

There was much excitement in the air, many of the fathers got to know one another; we talked about upcoming events, PTO meetings, fundraisers, playground equipment etc.

It was such a joy to see all the proud dads, uncles, grand-fathers and pastor with smiling faces as each walked thru the doors with their child (children).

In attendance were 17 dads and their 24 children, pictures were taken and there were many donuts and lots of coffee.

For parent participation, each child received a home-work pass but none of the students were as excited about the home work pass as they were about having their Dad or male role model with them at school.

Principal Merry Denny walked in with a big smile, happy to see the turn-out.
Carnahan hopes to Donate $1000.00 to the Salvation Army in Support of Haiti

Several students approached Principal Green and asked, “What are we doing for the families that live in Haiti that lost loved ones or don’t have a sufficient resources?” Principal Green responded, “What would you like to do as a school?” The students stated that they would like to raise money and donate the money to the Salvation Army and have them to send the money in the name of Carnahan High School Of the Future. In one day students raised $830.00 and plan to raise $570.00 more before the end of the week.  

Additionally, students are supporting one of their classmates whose family lives in Haiti.  Currently the student has not been able to make contact with her family, but as more information becomes available Carnahan hopes to provide updates.  

Soldan Speech Team Provides Tough Competition during the Greater St. Louis Speech League Finals

Soldan Speech Team made a strong showing during the Greater St. Louis Speech League (GSL) Finals held at Ladue Horton Watkins High School.  The tournament was the culmination of a series of tournaments taking place this past fall, with semifinals and finals rounds being held to determine Greater St. Louis Speech League champions.  Competing for Soldan were Aaminah Muhammad, Kenya Womack, Nichelle Jackson, Harold Norman, Lisa Nolan, and ReNeasha Ford.  Lisa Nolan and Harold Norman took the second place GSL medal for duo performance, and ReNeasha Ford captured third place for dramatic interpretation.  Soldan's team took home the second place sweeps award for interpretation events as well, meaning the team placed second amongst all of the schools in total points for their events.  The Greater St. Louis Speech League includes high schools around the St. Louis area including Ladue, Marquette, Clayton, Parkway, St. Charles, Orchard Farms, Pattonville, Fort Zumalt, and Ritenour.  Soldan was the only urban school competing in this series of tournaments. 

Urban Debate League is Seeking Volunteers

The Urban Debate League (UDL) is looking for volunteer judges to help with a debate tournament Friday, January 29 and Saturday, January 30.  The event will start right after school on Friday and again at 9AM on Saturday.  Each debate can take up to 90 minutes, and each day is projected to end around 8PM. 

The UDL asks all volunteer and new judges to attend the Judging Workshop that’s conducted on site the day of the tournament.  These are typically 20 minute sessions that start Friday afternoon at 2:30.   However, if you can only volunteer on Saturday, a workshop can also be provided for you then. 

Volunteer judges are especially needed for the first four debates.  In each debate, students will be arguing for or against the annual national high school policy debate topic: Resolved that the United States Federal Government should substantially increase social services to persons living in poverty in the United States.   Two debaters will argue in favor of the resolution (Affirmative), and two more will argue against it (Negative), before the judge is tasked with deciding whether or not to implement the course of action the Affirmative team advocates – based only on the arguments the students made.

If you’d like to volunteer, please contact Ravi Rao at either 314-691-4417 or ravirao@urbandebate.org 

Upcoming Events

8th Grade College Exploration Conferences

The Division of Career and Technical Education will again offer the Eighth Grade College Exploration Conferences.  Eighth grade is not too early to begin planning and preparing for college.  By visiting a campus in 8th grade, students can begin investigating different types of colleges, learning about entrance requirements, gathering financial information and taking the necessary steps in high school to ensure college admissions.  All of this is enhanced with a student booklet providing resources for high school and post secondary planning.  All programs are held on the college/university campuses from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM. 

Following is the schedule of programs for the second semester of the 2009/2010 school year:




January 27 – L’Ouverture Middle School @ St. Louis Community College – Forest Park




February 11 – Carr Lane VPA @ Ranken Technical College




February 17 – McKinley CJA @ Washington University




February 19 – Fanning Middle School @ University of Missouri – St. Louis




February 23 – Busch AAA @ Harris Stowe State University




February 24 – Peabody K-8 eMints @ St. Louis University




March 2 -        Lyon @ Blow K-8 @ Webster University




March 4 -       Gateway Middle School @ St. Louis Community College @ Meramec




March 5 -       Stevens Middle School @ University of Missouri – St. Louis

If you have any questions, contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, at 345-5715.

GREEN YOUR FUTURE

The Division of Career and Technical Education is co-sponsoring a NEW 7th Grade program called Green Your Future.  It will focus on science careers such as green engineering/architecture, conservation, biofuels, renewable energy, geology, plant/earth science, climate science, botany and public health issues.  This program is in collaboration with the MO Botanical Garden, the Academy of Science of St. Louis and the Career and Technical Education Office.  At the MO Botanical Garden Commerce Bank Science Education Center, four professionals in the science areas previously mentioned will demonstrate their careers and the relevance of why science is so important to our future.   After the presentations, the students will have an opportunity to participate in a scavenger hunt at the MO Botanical Garden.

All the programs are from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM and the schedule for this year is as follows:

· February 18 – Long, McKinley, Peabody 

On February 12, a similar high school program for 9th graders will be offered.  Schools participating are Clyde C. Miller Career Academy, Gateway High, Roosevelt High School and selected students from Yeatman-Liddell Middle School.

If you have any questions about the program, please contact Cathy Gutjahr, Program Manager, Division of Career and Technical Education, at 345-5715.

Curriculum Management Audit Team of Phi Delta Kappa to Receive Public Comments

January 24th-29th, 2010, the St. Louis Public Schools will be undergoing a Curriculum Management Audit by a team of professionals from Phi Delta Kappa. This team will be studying the district’s processes and the design and delivery of curriculum to make recommendations for improving academic performance.  As part of the audit the team from Phi Delta Kappa has asked staff and interested member of the public to come and present comments and/or issues of concern. 

Interviews will be held in 15 minute increments on January 25th, 2010 from 5:00-6:00pm and January 26th, 2010 from 4:30-6:00pm at the district’s Central Office, 801 N. 11th St.  To make an appointment please contact June Bodeman by calling (314) 345-2479 or via email  june.bodeman@slps.org. For more information regarding this process, follow this link:    http://www.pdkintl.org/curriculum/curriculumAudits.htm
Monroe MAP SUPERSTARS
Come help us celebrate the academic achievement of the select students and teachers who helped Monroe make Annual Yearly Progress for the 2008-2009 school year. These students may bring one parent/guardian to the luncheon on Tuesday, January 26, at 1:30 p.m. 

Monroe eMINTS Academy, 3641 Missouri Ave.
Please RSVP by email to Michelle.Northington@slps.org 
Soldan ISHS to Host Global Gateway Presentation

On Thursday, January 28 at 8:50 a.m. Soldan International Studies High School’s Introduction to Speech and Journalism class will host an open forum with international journalist William Wheeler.  Mr. Wheeler has reported on political affairs from East Asia, Southeast Asia and the Middle East.  His work has appeared in The Baltimore Sun, The Orange County Register, Beirut’s Daily Star and The Christian Science Monitor amongst others.  He is a recipient of an Earth Journalism award, received at the UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen for his story, “The Water’s Edge.” Mr. Wheeler will speak with Soldan students about his work covering global climate change, including the social, economic and political affects of global warming. 

The program is in cooperation with the World Security Institute's Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting. The Center's goal is to raise the standard of coverage of global affairs, and to do so in a way that engages both the general public and government policy-makers. The Pulitzer Center has created The Global Gateway program as a way of bringing together high school students with journalists covering these less known stories. 

The current Global Gateway project covers the work of Mr. Wheeler as he traveled around the world covering people in such places as Nepal, Kashmir and Bangladesh.  Students from Soldan as well as several schools around the country were able to communicate with Mr. Wheeler via a blog set up on the Global Gateway website. 

After conducting their own independent research and discussion sessions, this open forum will allow the students to meet the journalist for the first time and ask questions about the project face to face.  

For more information contact Dr. Hamid Azimiaraghi at 799-5800 or Hamid.Azimiaraghi@slps.org
Long CEFSS to serve as testing site for applicants for the 2010 Census

Long Middle Community Education Full Service School, located at 5028 Morganford Rd., will be hosting testing sessions in the extended library on the following days:

Friday, 1/29/10 - sessions at 9am and 1pm

Friday, 2/5/10 - sessions at 9am and 1pm

Friday, 2/12/10 - sessions at 9am and 1pm

 A projected 15 applicants can be tested per session.  For additional applicant testing sites and times, applicants may call the local census office @ 314-800-0660 or the Census toll-free # 1-866-861-2010.  Application information and practice tests can be found at www.2010censusjobs.gov
Kids with Asthma Can! Featuring the play “Buster Has Asthma”
Date: Saturday, February 6, 2010

Place: Mathews-Dickey Boys’ & Girls’ Club

4245 N. Kingshighway Blvd.

Times: Play performances at 10 a.m. & 11 a.m. followed by “Ask the Doctor” and an asthma related activity for children.  For more information call the St. Louis Regional Asthma Consortium at (314) 977-8253. This is a free event and open to the general public.

8th Annual St. Louis Performing Arts Night

The Fox Performing Arts Charitable Foundation presents the 8th Annual St. Louis Performing Arts Night at the Fabulous Fox Theatre on Thursday, February 11, 2010, at 7:00pm. Free general admission tickets are available through participating schools or the Fox Theatre Box Office, 527 N. Grand.  For more information please visit www.foxpacf.org
The Greater St. Louis Dental Society will celebrate National Children’s Dental Health Month with the 17th Annual “Dinosaur Doings” at the Saint Louis Science Center

5050 Oakland Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63110

Saturday, February 20, 2010

12:00 noon to 3:00 pm

· Learn about teeth and taking good care of them

· Visit with Sam the Smilosaurus, Tooth Fairy, Magical Dragon, Dr. Ted E. Bear and Delta

· Dental PANDA Bear

· FREE TOOTHBRUSH EXCHANGE—Kids, bring us your OLD toothbrush and get a NEW LIGHT UP toothbrush!

· Face Painting

· Healthy Snack Games

· Guess how many bristles on our Giant Toothbrush and WIN A PRIZE!

· Tooth Wizard Show

· Educational activities and movies to watch

· Carnival Games

· Cake Walk

· Brushing/Flossing demonstration
BUDER BULLDOG CHALLENGE-Trivia Night

Friday, March 5th

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Questions start at 7:00 p.m.

Buder Elementary School, 5319 Lansdowne

Contact: Mr. Bill Wamser bill.wamser@slps.org for reservations Or Call (314) 352-4343

· $20 per person/$120 for a table of 8

· Soda and Snacks provided

· Cash prizes for 1st and 2nd place finishes

· Additional prizes awarded for Best Appetizers and Best Table Decorations

Resources and Opportunities for Students and/or Staff

“Kits for Kids” Offers Classroom Ideas for Supporting Haiti Relief Efforts

The Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, in conjunction with Convoy of Hope, is encouraging schools, students and families to assemble simple, personal hygiene kits in one-gallon plastic zipper bags and arrange to deliver the “Kits 4 Kids” in sealed boxes to the RPDC in their region by February 2. Each RPDC is currently determining a specific drop-off point, and that information will be available the week of January 25. Convoy of Hope will pick up the kits from the RPDCs and transport them to Haiti. For more information please visit the following link: http://dese.mo.gov/features/Kits4Kids.htm
NEA Event at Washington University July 12-July30

The National Endowment for the Humanities summer institute for school teachers will take place from Monday, July 12 to Friday, July 30, 2010 at Washington University in St. Louis. It is entitled “The New Negro Renaissance in America, 1919-1941” and it will offer participants an exciting opportunity to learn about one of the most extraordinary cultural periods in American history. This institute will teach you about the complex urban world that black Americans made between World War I and World War II, during the years of the Great Migration out of the south.  http://cenhum.artsci.wustl.edu/prgrms/NEH.htm
Location 
Participants will be housed in dormitories located on the campus of Washington University. The dorm cost $31.00 per day for single occupancy and $27.00 for double occupancy. 

Application Process 
The institute wishes to bring together elementary, junior, high school teachers, and current full-time graduate students who intend to pursue careers in K-12 teaching from various disciplines, especially English, History, Social Studies, Art, and Music. It will also accept applications from qualified non-teachers such as school librarians, media specialists, and museum staff. 

How to Apply 

The application cover sheet must be filled out online at this address: http://www.neh.gov/online/education/participants/
Please fill it out online as directed by the prompts. When you are finished, be sure to click the “submit” button. Print out the cover sheet and add it to your application package. A full application consists of the items listed above, as sent to the project director. 

A completed application consists of three copies of the following collated items: 

· the completed application cover sheet, 

· a résumé, or brief biography, and 

· an application essay as outlined below. 

In addition, it must include two letters of recommendation as described below. 

The project director’s address is: 

Gerald Early, Director 

The Center for the Humanities 

Washington University in Saint Louis 

Campus Box 1071 

One Brookings Drive 

Saint Louis, MO 63130 

Or you can make an application request by calling Barbara Liebmann or Jian Leng at 314-935-5576 between the hours of 8:30 am and 4:30 pm Monday through Friday. Any questions about the application procedure can be directed to Barbara Liebmann or Jian Leng. 

The deadline for completed applications is March 2, 2010. Successful applicants will be notified on April 1, 2010, and acceptance deadline is April 10, 2010 
Participants will receive a stipend of $2,700.00. These stipends are intended to cover travel expenses to and from Saint Louis, books and other research expenses, and living expenses for the duration of institute. 

Participants will receive in-serve credit for participating in the institute. 

We hope that you you’ll join us this summer as we intensively explore the heroic struggle of African Americans to achieve greatness in art, self-determination in politics, equality in social relations when it left the rural, southern United States and headed for points north and west. The New Negro Renaissance is one of the great narratives of American life. 

For more information please contact Gerald Early, Director for the Center for the Humanities and the Merle Kling Professor of Modern Letters, Phone: (314) 935-5576 Email: cenhum@artsci.wustl.edu
Other NEH Links of interest are:

The NEH site: 
http://www.neh.gov/
The NEH site for the specific programs: 
http://www.neh.gov/projects/summer10.html
Try the YMCA Free for Two Weeks
Employees of CSD-member school districts can enjoy a free two-week membership to the YMCA of Greater St. Louis as part of CSD’s “Try the Y” event. 
CSD school district employees and their families can enjoy the Y for free from January 18 through February 1, 2010.  Just bring in proof of employment in your school district to your local YMCA, and they will issue you a temporary membership card.  Proof of employment can be a district ID badge, a pay stub, an insurance card or anything else that includes your name and your district’s name.
If you decide to join the YMCA after your two-week trial, you’ll receive a great discount.  As a CSD-member school district employee, you are entitled to 100 percent off the joining fee and 50 percent off your first month’s fees.  This is a total savings of up to $120.
For more information on the nearest YMCA to you, visit www.ymcastlouis.org.  Visit www.csd.org to print out a flier you can take with you on your first visit to the Y.

Office Professional Support Staff Scholarship Application

Through donors to the St. Louis Public Schools Foundation, the Office Professional Support Staff Scholarship Committee will provide a monetary award in the amount of $300 - $1500 for qualified St. Louis Public Schools Office Professional Support Staff.  The scholarship is to be used at any accredited college or university in the St. Louis Metropolitan area for tuition and fees.

The application is due by February 5, 2010. Announcement of the award winner(s) will be made April 9, 2010.

For more information please contact:
Nicole J. Roberts, Information Technology, 314-345-4413 or nicole.roberts@slps.org 
SLPS PD Courses for Teachers

Call Georgiaetta Binion at 314/345-4417 to register

	course #3—Date change MADE

Teacher Made Assessments:  Learn best practices in creating and scoring assessments in this hands-on workshop series of three sessions.  All Levels.

Cohort C Meets:  4:30-6:30PM

Jan. 20, 2010

Jan. 27, 2010

Feb. 10, 2010

Central VPA PD Room

Call PD Office: 314/345-4417
	course #4

Lesson Design and Delivery:  Learn the components of effective lesson design and strategies to deliver great lessons.  All Levels.

Meets 3x:  4:30-6:30PM

Jan. 19, 2010

Feb. 2, 2010

Feb. 16, 2010

Mullanphy Elem. Conf. Room

Call PD Office: 314/345-4417

	Take charge of your professional growth and register today!
	Course #7 (NEW SESSION)

Start Fresh with Classroom Management:  Prepare to jump start your classroom management for the rest of the school year with Routines, Procedures, Rules, and Consequences.  All Levels.

Meets:  5:00:-7:30PM

Jan. 20, 2010

Board of Education Room, 3-6

Call PD Office: 314/345-4417

	Pearson Booster Session—MAP preparation and MAP-like assessments Gr. 1-5

Team Collaboration and Lesson Walk-Through PK-K

See Flyer for Details!

Email:  nancywilliams@slps.org

	“Few things are impossible to diligence and skill. Great works are performed not by strength, but perseverance.” 

Samuel Johnson
English author, critic, & lexicographer (1709 - 1784) 
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